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Dear Parents:                             August 31, 2020 

 

Welcome to Kindergarten – 8th Religious Education.  I look forward to serving you with our 

team of catechists.  Enrollment options are available at stpaulowosso.org/children.  Printable 

forms may be dropped off at either St. Paul or St. Joseph church office. You may also place them 

in the collection basket in an envelope marked “Religious Education” or mail them. Online 

registration is also available at stpaulowosso.org/children. There you will find two online options 

and directions to register your children:  A Google Form or “My Own Church.” The second 

option, My Own Church,” allows you to make payment on-line, update family records and view 

giving history.  The schedules for Religious Education are posted on-line. All on-site sessions 

will take place at St. Paul School (formerly St. Joseph School on Oliver Street) on Sundays from 

10:45 am to 11:45 am    

 

This year we are providing for you two options in resuming your child’s Religious Education at 

the parish. The start date for both options is planned to begin Sunday, September 20th.  More 

details about the opening day will be provided.  

 Option 1: Traditional on-site classes combined with Spirit of Truth digital online 

learning. 

 Option 2:  Spirit of Truth on-line learning (Only)   

When registering, please be sure to indicate your preference for each of your children. After we 

receive your registration, username and password information will be provided for you and your 

child to access the Spirit of Truth online platform.   Access will be provided for both Option 1 

and 2. 

 

Things to know in-light of COVID 19 

As of August, all parishes of the Diocese of Lansing are in Phase 4 of the Michigan State Safe 

Start Plan.  In this phase, it is permissible for the parish to have person-to-person Religious 

Education sessions in accordance with the guidelines of the Lansing Diocese and State of 

Michigan.  Given the many variables and difficulties of the current situation, providing these two 

options will allow us to seamlessly transition from person - to - person to solely online 

instruction in the event the State returns to Phases 1-3. In Phase 1-3, the parish does not have the 

option of holding in-person Religious Education. Additionally, while nothing replaces the value 

and importance of in-person learning, we deeply respect a parent’s decision to send or not to 

send their child to in-person learning at this time. 

 

Protocols for small classes, small groups, social distancing, and meeting area sanitation will 

be in place.  Additional Per State & Diocesan Guidelines: 

 All catechists will wear facial coverings when in the classrooms, unless face 

coverings cannot be medically tolerated.  

 All students in grades kindergarten through 5th grade are required to have face 

coverings until in their designated spots where they will be able to take them off 

with proper social distancing.   

 All students in grades 6-8 will wear facial coverings, unless face coverings cannot 

be medically tolerated as indicated by the parent/guardian.  



 Hand Sanitizer will be available for use prior to entering the classrooms.   

 We expect that you will keep your child at home if they are ill.    

In-Person Religious Education 
In-person classes will include faith lesson, devotional practices, group discussion, fun faith 

activities and service projects for the community. The faith lessons will mirror the learning 

objectives from the Spirit of Truth on-line digital platform.   More details and reminders will be 

provided.     

Spirit of Truth Online Platform 

In recognizing that many parents, myself included, are still feeling overwhelmed for many 

different reasons and have busy days trying to juggle everything, the online platform is simple, 

content ready, and does not require any preparation on behalf of the parent. The content mirrors 

what is being learned during on-site sessions. Each child will have an assigned catechist who will 

be offering encouragement and feedback as they progress through each lesson. On average, the 

time frame to complete each lesson is about 30 minutes a week. It is our hope that parents will 

work alongside their child. Learning the Faith is not intended to be done in isolation.  

 

Please pray for us as we continue planning many wonderful events and activities to help your 

family grow in faith and love for the Lord.   I thank you in advance for your support.  Parents are 

an integral part of our Lord’s call to spread the joy of the Gospel and we could not do it without 

you. In the Catholic Tradition, the family holds such a special place-especially in the formation 

of faith. So, important, in fact that it is called "the domestic church."  What a tremendous 

blessing your family is to the wider Church, but especially to the Community of St. Paul & St. 

Joseph.   

 

If you have questions or concerns, do not hesitate to reach out. We are here to help. I am always 

happy to meet with you in-person or feel free to email (religioused@stpaulowosso.org) or call 

(989-723-4765).  We are doing our best to navigate through all the challenges.  The situation is 

still fluid, so additional adaptions or changes to our current plan may still be needed. We will 

keep you informed. In the meantime, I want to encourage you to see God’s love and mercy in the 

midst of everything. God is inviting each of us to grow in our relationship with Him and others 

in every situation. Even in the midst of the difficulties, the inconveniences, the unknowns and the 

many things that are simply out of our control.  Let’s not look to the darkness, but to the light, 

joy, peace that is found in Christ; having real faith that it is only a prayer away.  Furthermore, 

let’s not lose sight of Heaven being our number #1 priority because that is God’s #1 priority for 

us and our children.    

 
Thank you again for allowing us to partner with you Faith.  Above all, thank you so much for 

being parents who love their children and take seriously the responsibility of helping them 

encounter Jesus in a personal way.  You are their greatest advocates and we are inspired by your 

dedication. 

 

In Jesus through Mary, 
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